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their truth or falsehood. There are eight
counts in this indictment against the truth of
Scripture and the faith of all Christians. The
first is that the doctrine is "worthless in its
origin/' being of early date, and arose " during
the era of profoundest darkness." Being a
primitive hypothesis, it is probably untrue. If
interpretations of nature by aboriginal men
were erroneous in other directions, they were
most likely erroneous in this also.

The doctrine of a creation is thus rejected
as the supposed creed of supposed " aboriginal
men." According to Positivist theories, these
had been struggling upwards for myriads of
years before Adam, and lived therefore in
"the era of profoundest darkness." Christian
believers in general wholly deny the existence
of these aboriginal savages. They do not
admit that doubtful and vague inferences from
a few flints and fragments of bones, depending
on. many obscure and uncertain elements, can
outweigh the direct testimony of the Word of
God, and the indirect conclusion, strongly
adverse to pre-Adamic generations, from the
limits of known human history. But let us
grant that they existed, sbill we have no grajn
of direct evidence as to their theories of creation.
By the hypothesis of Positivism, however, their